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It was the cruise mystery that had our Premier perplexed last week: Why was the planet’s 


biggest private residential ship doing star-shaped bog laps in the waters off the Mid West? 


Well, a spokesman for MS The World — which requires apartment owners to have US$10 


million in assets — has finally revealed what it was all about. 


The captain just wanted to have a bit of fun and run the crew through their paces, ordering 


they plot a course in the shape of a five-point star as part of a training exercise. 


This is a recognised holding pattern that covers the maximum distance in the smallest 


possible area. 


“The lay-up provided an extra training experience for the ship’s crew and added an element 


of fun," the spokesperson told 10 News. 








MS The World was doing star-shaped bog laps off the coast of Geraldton. Credit: 
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RELATED: 


CRUISE SHIP BRINGS MILLIONAIRES AND ‘STARS’ A PLENTY TO WA’S COAST 


WA MAY UNDERWRITE CRUISE PASSENGERS’ FLIGHTS 


The World originally arrived at Fremantle Port on March 13, hanging around Gage Roads 
until departing on April 6. 


A planned trip to Exmouth could not go ahead after the Australian Border Force called on 


vessels to leave the nation’s waters. 





The star-shaped route was part of a navigational exercise. Credit: Marine Traffic 


Cruise ship passengers and their contacts represent about 40 per cent of all COVID-19 cases 
in WA and working out how to deal with a number of ships pulling into the State's ports has 


proved one of the biggest headaches throughout the coronavirus crisis. 


Last week, Premier Mark McGowan said he was unsure why the ship was hanging around. 


“The World left Fremantle four or five days ago, she’s in Geraldton doing laps, we don’t 
really know why she’s doing that but that’s what she’s doing ... in open waters, so it’s outside 


our control,” the Premier said. 


The World spokesperson said the ship had been "taken out of service" until July due to 


ongoing safety concerns posed by the coronavirus pandemic. 


While no-one had tested positive to COVID-19 only a skeleton crew remained on board after 


all residents, guests and non-essential crew disembarked by March 20. 
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Name: Stella Maris 
Owner: Halifax Trading & Sealing Co (c.1917-) 
Builder: Samuda Bios 


Launche 1882 
d: 


Type: e Gunboat and minesweeper 
(1882-—c.1917) 
e Tugboat (c.1917—?) 


Tonnage 229 


Length: 124.5 ft (37.9 m) 


Beam: 23.6 ft (7.2 m) 


Depth: 12.2 ft (3.7 m) 


Stella Maris (from the Latin for "star of the sea") was a steamship built in 1882 as the Royal 
Navy gunboat HMS Starling and converted to steam tug in 1905. Stella Maris played a major 


role in the events of the Halifax Explosion in 1917. 


Stella Maris was built in Poplar, England in 1882 by Samuda Bios as a Banterer-class 
gunboat, HMS Starling. The vessel was 124.5 feet (37.9 m) long, 23.6 feet (7.2 m) wide, and 
12.2 feet (3.7 m) deep, and had a tonnage of 229. Starling was composite-built (wooden 


planks on iron frames) and armed with two 6-inch and two 3.75-inch guns. Starling was sold 


for merchant service in 1905.!1) 


As Stella Maris, the tug was owned by Halifax Trading & Sealing Co, run by James Augustus 


Farquhar.” 


On 6 December 1917, Stella Maris, with Captain Horatio Harris Brannen and 23 others 
aboard, was towing two scows near mid-channel in the Narrows of Halifax Harbour leading 
into Bedford Basin. Shortly before the explosion, the tug had to hastily change course to 
avoid the outbound SS /mo which was departing Bedford Basin. /mo then collided with Mont 
Blanc, a French munitions ship. The collision started a fire on Mont Blanc, forcing the crew to 
evacuate. The burning ship then began drifting towards Halifax's Pier 6 on the western 
shore.!°! Stella Maris anchored its barges to respond to the fire and approached the burning 
munitions ship, spraying the flames with its fire hose. As the fire was too intense to stop with 
a single fire hose, the Stella Maris's crew began to prepare a towline to pull the French 
vessel away from Pier 6 and prevent the fire from spreading ashore. The crew were in the 
process of retrieving a ten-inch hawser from the hold to assist a party of volunteers from 


HMCS Niobe's steam pinnace in securing a line to Mont Blanc. Before this could be done, 


the explosion occurred. '4 
The Halifax Explosion was the largest man-made blast prior to the Trinity test of the atomic 


bomb. Stella Maris was severely damaged and thrown up on the beach near Pier 6 with the 


bow ashore and the shattered stern submerged. Nineteen of the crew were killed, including 


testimony at the investigation into the disaster.®! The tug was salvaged and rebuilt for 


service in the First World War. PSN] 
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